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Nathaniel B. Emerson 
(1839 – 1915)
Nathaniel Bright Emerson was born 
at Waialua, O‘ahu 1839. He was the 
son of the missionaries the Rev. John 
and Ursula Emerson who arrived in 
the islands in 1832.
   From an early age, Emerson—
who was bilingual—was keenly 
interested in Hawaiian culture 

and history, particularly in hula and mythology. Over 
his lifetime, he collected hundreds of chants, myths and 
legends shared with him by local Hawaiian authorities.
 In 1906, his book Unwritten Literature of Hawaii: The 
Sacred Songs of the Hula was published by the Bureau of 
American Ethnology at the Smithsonian Institution. In 
1915, a second book was published titled Pele and Hiiaka: 
A Myth from Hawaii. Both of these books have become 
important historic research texts, which are still used by 
Hawaiian studies scholars and hula practitioners today.

Ululani Jabulka (1895 – 1970)
Ululani McQuaid Jabulka was 
born in 1895. Her father, James H. 
McQuaid, was an Englishman, and 
her mother, Kupulani Papaikaniau, 
was of Hawaiian ali‘i descent. 
While a teenager, Ululani took 
voice lessons and acquired a large 
repertoire of popular classical 
European songs. She sang regularly 

at high society recitals. She then traveled to New York to 
study with the Polish opera diva, Marcella Sembrich.
 After New York, Ululani traveled to Italy to study 
further. In 1927, after a series of successful recitals, Ululani 
made her opera stage debut in Paris, in the title role of the 
opera Madame Butterfly, by the famous Italian composer 
Giacomo Puccini.
 Ululani cut short her operatic career and retuned to 
Hawai‘i to care for her ailing husband, Judge Alexander 
Robertson. However, she continued to sing in local recitals 
on a limited basis
 Ululani’s second husband was Jan Otto Jabulka, 
managing editor of the Honolulu Advertiser.

Charles K .L. Davis (1925 – 1991)
Charles Keonaonalaulani Llewellyn 
Davis was born and raised on 
Waialua Sugar Plantation and was 
recognized as a musical protégé at 
an early age, having mastered the 
piano at age 2, and later played the 
cello and pipe organ.
  Davis is best known as a singer of 
a large repertoire of Hawaiian songs, 

but was also known as an accomplished opera singer.  
Davis was featured on more than 20 recordings.  
 Davis traveled the world and became internationally 
recognized.  Locally, he received the Na- Ho-ku- Hanohano 
Lifetime Achievement Award, and was inducted into the 
Hawaiian Music Hall of Fame in 2006.

Featured Musicians & Composers
R. Alex Anderson (1894 – 1995)

Robert Alexander Anderson was 
one of Hawaii’s most prolific musical 
composers. From 1925 to 1971 he 
penned nearly 200 hapa haole songs. 
Among his most famous songs are 
“Cockeyed Mayor of Kaunakakai” 
(1935), “Lovely Hula Hands” (1940), 
and “Mele Kalikimaka” (1949), 

which was made internationally famous by Bing Crosby.
 Born and raised in Honolulu, Anderson attended 
Punahou School (Class of 1912) where he began 
composing songs with no formal musical training. While 
there he wrote the school’s football song in his junior year 
and the school song in his senior year. His popular fight 
song “Go Punahou” was published in 1971. 
 While attending Cornell University as a mechanical 
and electrical engineering student, Anderson was a 
member of the Glee Club, and continued to write songs, 
including “Alohaland.” 
 In 1985, Anderson received the Hawai‘i Academy of 
Recording Arts Sidney Grayson Award. In 1994, he was 
inducted into the Hawaiian Music Hall of Fame.



was the premier musical venue for musicians and singers.
Noble composed dozens of songs and made hundreds of 
recording. His most famous compositions were “My Little 
Grass Shack,” “Hula Blues,” and “Hawaiian War Chant.”
In 1935, he became the first Hawaiian composer to be 
inducted into the American Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers. In 2016, Noble was inducted into the 
Hawaiian Music Hall of Fame.

Eleanor Prendergast (1865 –1902)
Eleanor Kekoaohiwaii-alani Wright 
Prendergast was born in 1865. 
She was educated at Sacred Hearts 
Convent and served as lady-in-
waiting, and close confidant, to 
Queen Lili‘uokalani. Both women 
shared a great love of music.
    Shortly after the overthrow of 
the queen on January 17, 1893, the 

newly imposed provisional government issued a mandate 
that all government worker sign a loyalty oath to the new 
government. Most of the members of the Royal Hawaiian 
Band went on strike and paid a visit to Prendergast. They 
beseeched her to compose a song to express their feelings 
of betrayal and resistance.
 Subsequently, Prendergast penned “Kaulana na Pua”, 
which is also known as “Mele ‘Ai Pohaku” (The Stone Eating 
Song), and “Mele Aloha ‘Aina (The Patriot’s Song), one of the 
most beloved and historically important songs ever written. 
Although the melody of this song is soothing, the lyrics are 
filled with angst, turmoil and sadness.

Nanette Napoleon Producer
Nanette Napoleon has been 
studying old graveyards in Hawai‘i 
for 35 years, and has been a trustee 
of O‘ahu Cemetery for 20 years. 
She is the author of the book 
O‘ahu Cemetery Burial Ground & 
Historic Site.

Ka‘anohi and Nathan Aipa 
Musical Directors
Kumu Hula Ka‘anohi is the founder 
of Ka‘anohiwaiānuenue Hula Studio, 
and serves as a practitioner in 
Hawaiian culture and traditions. 
Nathan is an attorney with 
Pitluck, Kido and Aipa, LLC, and 
is a musician with The Palapū 
Street Band.

Captain James Makee (1812 – 1879) 
Capt. James Makee was born in 
Massachusetts in 1812. He became a 
whaling captain, and often stopped 
in the Islands to reprovision his ship.
In 1843, while sailing in Hawaiian 
waters, Makee was brutally attacked 
by his Chinese cook, but survived 
due to the quick action of the 
ship’s surgeon. After recuperating 

in Honolulu, he sailed home, collected his family and 
returned to Honolulu, becoming a successful shipping 
supplies merchant and whaling agent.
 In 1856, Makee moved to Maui and purchased 
Tolbert’s Plantation, renaming it Ulupalakua Plantation, 
and expanded it to include a cattle and dairy stock. 
Subsequently, Makee became one of the wealthiest men in 
Hawai‘i.

Bina Mossman (1893 – 1900)
Bina Neiper Mossman was born in 
1893, the same year as the overthrow 
of the Hawaiian Kingdom in an 
era when song fests and glee clubs 
were encouraged and celebrated by 
Hawaiian Royalty.
 At the age of 21, Bina organized 
the first all-Hawaiian girls glee 
club, and was tutored by Queen 

Lili‘uokalani at her Washington Place home.
 For 28 years, Bina’s glee club toured extensively and 
became a beloved musical group.
 Bina was also a prolific composer. Among her many 
song is “La‘ela‘e,” “Niu Haohao” and the popular sing-along 
song “He‘ono.”
 Bina Mossman was inducted to the Hawaiian Music 
Hall of fame in 1998.

Johnny noble (1893 – 1944) 
John Avery Noble was born in 1892 
in Honolulu. As a young boy he 
was called the “whistling newsboy” 
because he would whistle songs 
requested by his customers. This 
caught the attention of Earnest Ka‘ai 
who invited Noble to whistle tunes 
with his well-known quintet. He 
soon became an accomplished on 

the drums, piano and xylophone.
 Noble later became a composer and musical arranger 
for Ka‘ai and others. He then formed his own orchestra, 
which was a headliner at the Moana Hotel, whose nightclub 



O‘ahu Cemetery &Crematory History
Founded in 1844, O‘ahu Cemetery is Hawai‘i’s oldest public graveyard. It was established at the height 
of the whaling era to meet the burial needs of Honolulu’s growing foreign population, particularly 
whalers and sailors who were “put out” at this busy port due to lingering illnesses or bad behavior 
aboard ship. These strangers-in-a-strange-land include an “ordinary crewman” from the British Ship 
Juno, a “greyhead Indian” off the U.S. Brandywine, and a “drowned Russian seaman” belonging to the 
barque Alexander.
 Over the years, O‘ahu Cemetery has become the permanent residence of hundreds of prominent 
history makers, including the so-called “Father” of American baseball, Alexander J. Cartwright; 
internationally acclaimed mythologist, Joseph Campbell; noted Bishop Museum anthropologist, 
Kenneth Emory; railroad pioneer, Benjamin F. Dillingham; noted artist, Jules Tavernier; National 
Geographic explorer, Joseph Rock, beloved Hawaiian musical star Bina Mossman. 
 Located on 18 acres of beautifully landscaped grounds in lower Nu‘uanu Valley, near downtown 
Honolulu, Oahu Cemetery is a classic example of an early American “rural” cemetery, distinguished by 
a park-like setting, and an eye-catching array of ornately carved upright tombstones. Soaring obelisks, 
Celtic crosses, mini neo-classical temples, and an assortment of bas-relief sculpture make this site a 
visual garden of delights and a wonderful outdoor museum.
 A brand new state-of-the art crematory was built in 2015. Our three cremation units provide us 
with the capacity to serve families very quickly, once all regulatory constraints are met. Families who 
wish to witness the committal into the cremation unit may now do so in the comforting Aloha Room 
overlooking the fish pond. 
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O‘ahu Mortuary
O‘ahu Mortuary is a wholly owned subsidiary of O‘ahu and 
Crematory. It operates for the sole purpose of supporting 
O‘ahu and Crematory. Their combined operations offer 
the public a full range of affordable end of life products, 
services, and facilities. Telephone (808) 538-1538. and 
website http//www.oahumortuary
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O‘ahu Cemetery is a non-profit 501(c) (13) corporation, 
governed by a volunteer board of trustees. 
Address 2162 Nu‘uanu Avenue, Honolulu, HI 96817. 
Phone (808) 538-1538. Facsimile (808) 538-1490. 
www.oahucemetery.org.


